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virtually annexed outer Mongolia and much of Chinese
Turkistan before any one noticed the fact. Since there was no
effective central government in China at that time the annexa-
tion never became an international issue. It was otherwise
with the Japanese invasion of Manchuria and with their later
armed incursion into the Yangtse valley. China, which for
many years subsequent to 1919 had been in the hands of rival
war lords, came to some measure of unity once the pressure
came from east and west simultaneously. Such government as
there was came under the power of Chjang Kai-Shek and his
wife and brother-in-law, who belonged to a merchant family
of great wealth and influence. As the only available figure,
Chiang Kai-Shek became to the western powers the repre-
sentative of China when Japan declared war on the U.S.A. and
China figured for a brief time as a nominally co-equal party in
the long-forgotten four-power alliance of Great Britain, Russia,
China, and the United States.

The situation, if it had not been tragic, would have had most
of the ingredients of farce. Chiang Kai-Shek was not only
militarily powerless but was by political conviction a convinced
anti-democrat. He was also quite uninterested in fighting the
Japanese. When it became obvious, after the war, to which
his contribution was essentially negative, that his power could
not be sustained without the permanent garrisoning of China
by the United States and that, even then, such garrisoning
would come down, in effect, to the partition of China between
Russia and the western allies, the United States decided to
leave China as quickly as the British had left India. The new
Chinese war lord, armed and presumably financed by Russia,
marches under the banner of Communism. Whether he is, in
fact, any more than the latest in the long succession of war lords,
who have dominated great tracts of Chinese territory since
1919 with the tacit approval of one or other of the interested
powers, is as yet unknown. What is certain is that such govern-
ment, and such military power, as exists in China to-day is
hostile to Western Europe, is at present engaged in strangling
what remains of .British trade in China, and will probably soon
expropriate our numerous properties. A Chinese Communist
army is at the ,gates of Hong Kong and on, if not across, the